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STUDENTS 
PROTEST 
AGAINST 
CUTS   
EDUCATION

Hundreds of students, teachers and parents 
dressed in black last Thursday, March 4, to help 
protest against the implied death of education. 
They joined thousands of others across Calif. in a 
state-wide effort to stop additional budget cuts to 
schools K-12 and major universities.

In the current recessional period, the Calif. 
Teachers Association reports over $17 billion 
have already been cut from public school and 
colleges in the last two years. Tuition to UC 
and CSU campuses rose more than 30 percent, 
turning away thousands of students. Finally as of 
Monday, March 8, over 20,000 
educators have been laid off.

“Over the past seven 
years, over $100 million have 
been cut in the San Joaquin 
County alone and this year 
more people will be cut,” said 
Rick Wentworth, San Joaquin 
County Superintendent. “If 
more people get involved and 
get everyone they know to get 
involved, then we can clamp 
down on legislation.”

The protest in Stockton 
started with students, parents, 
community groups, faith 
community leaders and 
educators beginning the march 

By Daryl Bun o
News Editor

in front of the Stockton School for Adults next 
to Harding Way and traveled over two miles to 
Delta College.

A candlelight vigil followed the completion 
of the march and multiple speakers took turns 
sharing the podium representing various groups 
all in support of the march.

Gail Mendes, secretary/treasurer of the CTA 
was one of those speakers. 

“Lawmakers must stop the cuts to public 
education; repeal the tax breaks given to large 
corporations and find additional revenues to 
protect the future of our schools, students and 
California,” she said.

Out of the hundreds 
who participated in the 
march, Delta’s M.E.Ch.A 
club made their presence 
known with the majority 
of members donning 
face paint resembling 
skeletons. Members 
said that the face paint 
symbolize the death of 
education.

Protests are expected to 
continue Monday, March 
22, in front of the Capital 
building in Sacramento.

“NO MORE CUTS!”: Cristina Arelis and Jose Hernandez (top left) listen to speakers during the candle 
light vigil following the protest march (top right). Members of the Calif. Teachers Association (middle) and 
M.E.Ch.A members Jessica Vergara (bottom right) and Eduardo Cornejo (bottom left) all showed support.
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Online 
For more photos of 
the budget cut 
protest, visit the 
our web site at:
deltacollegian.com
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TO

Help Protest
Though many showed 
their support at the 
March 4th protests,  
it is only a start. 

To continue the effort 
contact California  
legislation at:
1-888-268-4334

For more info on  
California’s education 
budget visit:
StandUpForSchools.org To contact this reporter, E-mail at: 

DarylBunao@gmail.com


